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HIKING TRAILS

TRAILS MAP - SDE BOKER

Mt. Tzaror and Tzaror Canyon
(Har Tzaror and Nahal Tzaror)

Attractions: Scavenger feeding station, vulture sightings, 
majestic view, Acacia trees, desert vegetation, narrow 
canyon, seasonal waterhole.
An easy yet rewarding hike along the Zin valley.
Difficulty: Easy - Medium
Length: 7.5 km  Duration: 4 hours
Recommended season: Sep. - Apr.
Recommended time: Morning
Getting There:
By car: Drive to Midreshet Ben Guryon and continue north 
along HW 40 for 1 km to a brown sign on your right for Ein 
Akev. Turn right (black markers). Drive for 1.2 km southeast. 
Turn left. Drive for 900 meters to a right turn. Drive for 1 
km more and arrive at an abandoned paved landing strip. 
Turn right and drive to the end of the strip.
*during rainy seasons, because of muddy conditions, it is 
recommended to park in Midreshet Ben Guryon and walk 
from there as described below.
By Bus: Take a bus to Midreshet Ben Guryon and get off 
at the traffic circle. Enter through the yellow gate and walk 
to a playground and a small shopping center. Turn left and 
right (shopping center on the right) and continue to the 
end of the street, passing one traffic circle. Turn left at the 
intersection and walk to the end of the street, arriving at 
a small gate in the fence. Exit and follow the red marked 
trail east for 1.4 km, arriving at an abandoned paved airstrip 
and black and blue trail markers.
Starting Point: Top of Maale Zin (Zin ascent).
Finish Point: Top of Maale Zin (Zin ascent).
Hike Description: Find the Blue markers leading north 
along a jeep road and follow them for 3 km. Climb to the 
viewpoint along the northern cliff of the Zin valley. Keep 
an eye open to your right as you walk. In the center of the 
fenced area to your right is a Scavenger feeding station. 
Arrive at the viewpoint where the jeep road changes 
color from blue to red, and the blue markers turn south 
on a narrow natural bridge leading across to mt. Tzaror. 
Follow green markers up to the table top mountain and 
enjoy an amazing view of the Zin valley. Head back to the 
blue trail and follow down (east) into a wadi. Follow the 
trail until you reach an impressive dry waterfall. Continue 
down canyon for 1 km more and arrive at an impressive 
Acacia tree. Take a minute to rest in the shade - you have 
a climb ahead of you. A few steps more will take you to 
a wide, straight, jeep road. This road follows “KATZA” the 
Eilat Ashkelon pipeline. Turn right (northwest) and head 

up the road following the black markers for 1.5 km. When 
you arrive back at the starting point look to your left (south) 
and see the Zin stronghold. This guard tower protected 
the pass leading from the valley during the roman and 
byzantine periods. “Via Nova Triana” was the name of this 
road in Latin back then, and it was later known in Arabic 
asDarb el Sultan (the road of the king).

Ein Avdat and Avdat (Ein Avdat Le Avdat)
Attractions: Waterfall, oasis, desert plants, ibex, vultures.
Difficulty: Easy 
Length: 9 km  Duration: 5 hours
Recommended season: All year
Recommended time: All Day
Getting there: 
By Bus: From Mitzpe Ramon Catch a bus to Beer Sheva or 
Dimona (64,160,55), or from Beer Sheva to Mitzpe Ramon. 
Get off at the Intersection outside of Midreshet Ben Guryon.
By Car: This variation of the hike is not recommended for 
cars. For the car driven version check out negevtrails.com
Starting Point: Bus stop at the intersection outside of 
Midereshet Ben Guryon. 
End Point: Avdat Gas station. 
Hike Description: Go to the southeast side of the intersection 
and find the first green markers at the memorial stone 
(small bench for tying your laces). The green markers will 
lead you into the Karakash canyon - named after the yellow 
flowered bush that can be found along its banks. You’ll 
descend several flint ledges and after 1.5 km, arrive at a 
leveled wadi and blue markers. Turn left (east) and follow 
the blue markers along the dry creek-bed for another 0.5 
km until you arrive at a paved road. Turn right and walk 
south along it for 1.5 km to the bottom booth and parking 
lot for the canyon. You will have to pay the entrance fee. 
Head south along the blue markers. The trail will take you 
past a lone Tarabinth tree - a relic from a wetter- colder 
climate that once existed in the whole region. As you 
continue into the canyon you will start noticing streams of 
water. Arrive at the stairs on your right, pass it and head 
to the Ein Avdat pool under the waterfall. After you enjoy 
a few moments of tranquility go back to the stairs and 
climb up to the upper level of the canyon. You’ll notice 
the horizontal layers of sedimentary rock - Chalk, mainly, 
and an occasional dark line of flint. Walk along the trail 
to the grove of Poplars spread on the steep slope. Follow 
the stairs and steep windy trail up the southern wall of 
the canyon. At mid-height a trail will lead to the right to 
a hermit’s cave dated to the 4th or 5th century. Continue 
up the trail and 2 ladders, and arrive at the top entrance 

to the park. Continue along the blue markers to the south 
following the dry creek bed of the Zin wadi. This is the 
“upper Zin”. In the winter flash floods run here and leave 
open pools and water holes that last for 2-3 weeks at a 
time. After 3 km you will arrive at the city of Avdat, a gas 
station and a coffee shop. You can enter the ruins for a visit 
of this 2000 year old desert city, or simply catch the bus.

Ein Akev Loop (Ein Akev Maagali)
Attractions: Amazing spring, majestic view, old camel 
trail, Vulture sighting opportunities.
Difficulty: Medium
Length: 13 km  Duration: 6-7 hours
Recommended season: Sep. - Apr.
Recommended time: Early Morning
Getting there:
By Bus: From Mitzpe Ramon Catch a bus to Beer Sheva or 
Dimona (64,160,55), or from Beer Sheva to Mitzpe Ramon. 
Get off at the traffic circle at Midreshet Ben Guryon. Walk to 
the traffic circle and turn right to the entrance station. Ein 
Akev is a free hike. Walk down the road and at the bottom 
turn left onto a dirt road and the SERPENTINOT parking lot.
By Car: Drive to Midreshet Ben Guryon on HW 40. Turn 
into the entrance road and arrive at a circle. Turn right at 
the circle and arrive at the entrance booth to Ein Avdat 
Park. Ein Akev is a free hike. Drive down the road and turn 
left onto a dirt road and the SERPENTINOT Campground.
Starting Point: Serpentinot CG.
Finish Point: Serpentinot CG. 
Hike Description: From the parking lot head back (west) to 
the road and find the green markers on your left (south). 
Climb steeply up the cliff. At the top stop and catch your 
breath at the amazing view of the Zin Valley. Hike along 
the green trail down and pass a Bedouin camp, then turn 
sharply left into a small gully. Carry on along the green 
trail for 2 more km until it takes you to the edge of a dry 
waterfall (narrow ledge). From Here another 50 meters 
and you will look onto the Akev Wadi and your trail down. 
Follow the trail down to the signpost and climb down 
the ledge (a small metal foothold) to the bottom of the 
canyon. Turn right and walk 50 more meter to the pool. 
After a cool dip and a nice rest, Head North along the blue 
markers, and reach the parking lot and the jeep road after 
500 meters. From here you’ll be walking along jeep roads 
all the way back, so feel free to hitchhike the rest of the 
way. The blue marked jeep road will take you down the 
Akev Canyon for a little over 2 km. Turn left (west) along 
the red markers and into the Zin wadi, and walk for another 
4 km along the jeep road until you arrive back at your car.

Ein Akev Via Avdat Ruins
(Avdat Le-Ein Akev Tachton)

Attractions: Ancient trail, desert vegetation, amazing 
spring, majestic views.
Difficulty: Medium-Difficult
Length: 16 km  Duration: 6-7 hours
Recommended season: Jan. - Apr., Sep. - Dec.
Recommended time: Early Morning
Getting there: From Mitzpe Ramon Catch a bus to Avdat 
National Park (64,65,55). The trail starts from the North-
West corner of the Gas station.
This hike is most suitable with public transportation. If you 
are travelling with a car check out the Ein Akev Loop (3) 
to get back to your car at the end.
Starting Point: Avdat NP bus stop. 
Finish Point: Midreshet Ben Guryon.
Hike Description: Start out at the bus stop next to the 
Avdat Gas station. Follow the blue markers as they circle 
the park fence on the north side. If you wish to visit the 
city first, a green trail will take you from the top of the hill 
(next to the legion-camp) down to the blue trail. Follow the 
blue trail over two shallow valleys and down a short steep 
descent to the trail crossing at upper Akev Spring EIN AKEV 
ELYON. You’ll notice a large area covered with vegetation, 
with water occasionally visible under the plants. Do not 
harm the vegetation in an attempt to clear an opening. 
Switch to the Black Markers and walk north, down canyon, 
about 3 km to the large waterfall and pool of lower Ein 
Akev. The water here is deep enough to swim year-round. 
Diving from the ledges is forbidden and dangerous. You 
can hike north along the blue markers and connect to 
the jeep trail - and hope to get a ride out, or climb along 
the green markers, on the west side of the canyon, to 
follow the Divshon Pass - MAALE DIVSHON. This will take 
you 6 km along the plateau and down a steep windy 
trail (caution advised) to the paved entrance road to Ein 
Avdat National Park. Climb along the road to Ben Guryon 
Campus (MIDRESHET BEN GURYON) and to the bus stop at 
the traffic circle (64,55,60).

All the trails are from: negevtrails.com

Copyrights of the map
© Copyright: 2020 All rights are reserved by Shvil Net Ltd. It is expressly 
forbidden to copy, reproduce, photograph, record, digitize, translate, 
disseminate, store in a database, restore or record by any electronic, 
optical or mechanical means any part of the data on this map.
Regarding information on the map
Any use of the information on both sides of this map, is your sole 
responsibility. Local council of Mizpe ramon and\or regional council of 
ramat hanegav and\or association of development and advancement 
of tourism in Har Hanegev (hereinafter: ”the Publisher”) and makers 
of the map do not bear any responsibility to any user of the map 
and/or for any trip/visit on foot, by horse, or using any vehicle in 
the sites, tracks, trails, or routes specified, and/or as to the safety 
and/or security of these trips/visits. They will also, not bear any 
responsibility to changes in the field, accordance of signs to the 
map, or damage of any sort. The user must comply with instructions 
and regulations of any authorized authority and instructions of any 
other relevant laws and regulations including regulations of The 
National Park Service regarding Nature reserves and National Parks, 
and regulations of the I.D.F. regarding firing zones and mine fields.
It is required to take all the necessary equipment, get up-to-date 
information about the area, and obtain all the required permits and 
authorizations prior to any trip. 
Regarding the use of trails
The use of the trails on the map is subject to regulations and 
restrictions stated in the law and to regulations and restrictions of 
the authorized authorities.

Some of these restrictions include prohibition of walking or riding on 
trails that are not marked, and this map holds no recommendation 
or permission not to abide by these prohibitions. The color with 
which trails are rendered on this map does not exist in the field, 
except for “authorized” trail marks, and does not act as a permission 
to enter these trails.
Firing zones
Warning!
For technical reasons there can be a deviation between marks of 
the firing zones on this map and the marks in the official maps 
of the I.D.F. It is therefore recommended not to get close to the 
boundaries of firing zones. The I.D.F. does not bear any responsibilities 
for damages caused by this deviation. 
Note: at any rate, consulting the latest, official maps is essential. 
There is an obligation to personally coordinate any movement in 
these areas with the authorized military agencies.
Your use of the Map
(on both sides of this map), referred to collectively as the “Map” in 
this document, is subject to the terms set forth herein, agreement 
between you and the Publisher.
Map data, traffic, directions, and related content are provided for 
planning purposes only. You may find that weather conditions, 
construction projects, closures, or other events may cause road 
conditions or directions to differ from the map results. You should 
exercise judgment in your use of this Content

THE PUBLISHER MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES 
REGARDING THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF ANY CONTENT OR 
THE MAP. (B) THE PUBLISHER WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE 
OR LOSS RESULTING FROM YOUR USE OF THE MAP.
The Map is provided “as is” and the Publisher give you no warranty 
with respect to them.
In particular, The Publisher do not represent or warrant to you that:
(A) your use of the Map will meet your requirements,
(B) your use of the Map will be free from error or timely,
(C) any information obtained by you as a result of your use of the 
Map will be accurate or reliable, 
No conditions, warranties or other terms (including any implied 
terms as to satisfactory quality, fitness for purpose or conformance 
with description) apply to the Map except to the extent that they 
are expressly set out in this terms.
Limitation of Liability
1.1	� IN NO EVENT SHALL THE PUBLISHER BE LIABLE FOR ANY INDIRECT, 

CONSEQUENTIAL, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES 
OR LOSSES, EVEN IF THE PUBLISHER HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

1.2	� THE PUBLISHER MAXIMUM AGGREGATE LIABILITY UNDER THIS 
AGREEMENT (REGARDLESS OF THE FORM OF ACTION, WHETHER 
IN CONTRACT, TORT, OR OTHERWISE) SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 
AMOUNT OF FEES PAID BY YOU FOR THE MAP TO WHICH A 
SPECIFIC CLAIM RELATES.

1Welcome to the friendly Negev desert

Ramat HaNegev Regional Council and the town of Mitzpe Ramon at its center 
cover fully one quarter of Israel's area.
The Negev Highlands displays untouched desert wilderness vistas and the unique 
land of the Craters ("Makhtesh")
The region offers a selection of tourist services and attractions, including:
Accommodation - from tents to luxury hotels, a range of possibilities for any budget.
Food - restaurants, cafes, as well as farms producing wine, olive oil, cheeses. 
Outings - a wide variety of itineraries and trails for hiking and cycling.
Activities for all ages and interests – rappelling, horse riding and camel riding, 
4X4 trail driving, and more.

•	�Discover nature in all its glory - rare and remarkable flora and fauna, the world-
famous craters ("Makhtesh"), oases and vast nature-reserves.

•	�The Negev Highlands is known for its pleasant, dry and cool climate. You can 
come and visit year-round – in summer too! The desert climate and the absence 
of light pollution make star-gazing possible even without telescopes. 

•	�The Human heritage includes innumerable sites, dating from the dawn of 
civilization to the present. Among them are Mt. Karkom and other Rock Art 
concentrations; The Spice Route and its ancient cities; Bedouin tents preserving 
the old tribal traditions; and National heritage sites of the 20th century such 
as Mizpe Revivim and Ben-Gurion's Desert Home and Tomb in Sde Boker.

We shall receive you in the best tradition of desert hospitality.

Have a marvelous vacation!
Har Hanegev Tourism - www.negevtour.co.il

discount when 
booking online

use discount code 
sdeboker2020

PETRA.WESTBANK.
DEAD SEA.MASSADA.

Experience the region beyond 
the regular trails!

Departures from Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem & Eilat
Small groups | Professional guides

bateva.co.il | 08-8680742

Astronomy 
tours

+

RamonRZR.com
Experience the desert differently !

WITH YOU ALL ALONG THE ROAD
Pick-ups | Water caches | Outdoor logistics

EASY TO TRAVEL

WWW.NEGEVTRAILS.COM
YANIRYAGEL@GMAIL.COM+972 54-246-1066

 Snake park in Midreshet Ben Gurion 
Desert serpent exhibition and Beduins' collection


